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President Carlos Roberto Reina has taken an important step toward demilitarizing the government's
security forces, with the recent inauguration of a new civilian police investigation office (Direccion
de Investigacion Criminal, DIC). The DIC will replace the infamous army-controlled secret police
(Direccion Nacional de Investigations, DNI), which has been linked to torture, assassinations, and
disappearances, as well as to drug trafficking and corruption. The newly formed DIC was created
on the recommendation of an ad hoc commission set up in March 1993 by then president Rafael
Callejas (see NotiSur, 04/16/93).
The commission was established in response to mounting charges of human rights abuses by
government security forces, particularly by the DNI, and also because of growing inefficiency
in the justice system. The DNI was a division of the public security forces (Fuerza de Seguridad
Publica, FUSEP), which is a branch of the armed forces. In December 1993, as a result of the ad
hoc commission's final recommendations, Congress approved legislation calling for the creation
of a Public Ministry and the dissolution of the DNI. The former army-controlled investigation
department was to be replaced by the DIC, which would become a division of the Public Ministry
(see NotiSur, 12/17/93).
The process of transferring police and intelligence services to civilian control continued after
President Reina took office in January 1994 (see NotiSur, 01/28/94). On March 3, 1994, the Congress
formally established a Public Ministry and elected Edmundo Orellana attorney general from a list
of candidates supplied by the ad hoc commission. During the next nine months, under the new
ministry's direction, the DNI was officially dismantled and the new DIC was established. Wilfredo
Alvarado, a psychiatrist with a background in criminology, was appointed to head the DIC and
Major Saul Bueso Mazariegos, a career police officer, was named second- in-command.
The department includes an estimated 450 carefully chosen agents who had to pass a battery of
psychological tests and background investigations. They then received extensive training by US
and Israeli police experts. The Spanish government has also offered training assistance from their
police officers who are serving with the UN Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL). Alvarado
has promised that the new police unit will be completely apolitical and that the agents' work will be
based strictly on professional criminology procedures.
"Before this, people were captured and tortured as the result of a simple rumor or piece of gossip,
especially anything with political overtones," said Alvarado. During the Jan. 23 inauguration of
the DIC, President Reina noted, "We are putting behind us the image of a country that violates
human rights, characterized by terrible methods of torture that only worsened our reputation
around the world." The president said the DIC was only the beginning of a process in which every
branch of police services would eventually come under civilian control. Although the armed forces
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turned over the reins of power to a civilian government in 1982 after nearly 20 years of military
rule, it continued to control the entire police apparatus, including all detective, intelligence, and
anti- narcotics squads. Reina has had to tread very lightly in attempting to carry out his programs
to demilitarize police services, and has had to make some concessions. For example, despite
congressional passage of a law eliminating obligatory military service last May, in August the
president caved into military pressure and allowed a temporary reinstatement of the draft (see
NotiSur, 06/03/94 and 08/12/94).
The president's efforts to pass more military authority to civilian hands, however, have recently
received international and national support with the reopening of investigations into the army's role
in the disappearance of 184 people during the 1980s (see NotiSur, 01/13/95). Even so, the military
has too much at stake to acquiesce easily. Although armed forces chief General Luis Alonso Discua
claims that the transfer of the police to civilian control is fully supported by the military, he says the
process could take as much as ten years, since it must be done "in an orderly fashion." (Sources:
Central America Report, 03/25/94; United Press International, 01/11/95; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/23/95; Agence France-Presse, 01/19/95, 01/22/95, 01/23/95;
Inter Press Service, 01/04/95, 01/18/95. 01/19/95, 01/23/95)
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